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frenziedly. His life foamed like a raging whirlpool. In those
days men who had smelt power, who were blinded and
deafened by all that was happening around them, lived
passionately and avidly, only for the moment. Perhaps for
that reason also Listnitsky hastened to tie the knot of his
and Olga's lives, maybe sadly realising the inevitable
destruction of that for which he had faced death.
He wrote to inform his father that he was intending to
marry and would be bringing his wife to Yagodnoe. He
ended his letter with the mournfully ironic words : "I have
done my bit. I could still with one hand exterminate the
revolting scum, this accursed ' people ' over whose fate the
Russian intelligentsia have wept and slobberedj for decades.
But, truth to tell, it now seems savagely senseless to me*
Krasnov will not be reconciled to Denikin, and inside both
camps there is intriguing, plotting, infamy and mischief-
making. I'm coming home to embrace you with my one arm
and to live with you, watching the struggle from outside, I
am no longer a soldier but a stump, physically and morally.
I am tired : I capitulate. Undoubtedly this is partly due
to my marriage and the desire to ensure myself a ' quiet
harbourage Y*
A few days before they departed from Novocherkass
Eugene transferred to Olga's house. After the night in which
they came together she appeared to grow hollow-cheeked
and to darken in her features. She yielded to his impor-
tunities, but seemed oppressed by the situation in which she
found herself, and was wounded in her spirit. Eugene did
not know, or wished not to know, that they had different
measures for the love that bound them together, but the
same measure for their hatred.
Before their departure for Yagodnoe, Listnitsky thought
.only reluctantly and disconnectedly of Aksinia. He pro-
tected himself from thought of her as a man shields himself
from the sun with his hand. But willy-nilly memories of his
association with her, which in the course of the years had
developed into a vital union, began to disturb him more and
more insistently. At one time he even thought it would not
be necessary to break relations with her: " Olga would
agree." But a sense of what was decent rose uppermost, and
he decided that after his arrival he would talk to her and, if
possible, break with her.
B*